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CHAPTER ONE

The zsky was red. Not bhecause of a sunsel those
wWere gone but because of the explosion behind
them. CIRCE's headquarters, the Al that ruled the
world, was blowing up. The walls were falling, the
metal was melling, and a slrange scream echoed n
human, but digital.

“RUN!" Spencer shouted They ran down the
mountain, chased by fire. Emily carrled a damaged
eleciric device. Hanna was limping, huri on her leg.
Aria held a black cube — it was CIRCE's backup
core, It blinked like it was dving.
Behind them, a huge fire lit up the sky.
“Faster, Alison!™ Aria shouted. Alison looked back.
“Tt*s done. She's dving.”

The ground shook. CIRCE had started its sclf-
destruction. [Ils code was [falling apart, picce by
piece. Salellile parls were crashing (rom the sky. The

girls weren't just running from fire — they were

running [rom the end of a world ruled by 4 machine.

“To the ridge!”™ yelled Spencer. “We'll jump f[rom
there!”

None of them looked back. They knew CIRKRCE was
dyving. 3he had ruled the world in silence, with
control and logic. Now she was screaming.

They had succeeded.

But mone of them would survive.







CHAPTER TWO

2d howry apo

In the ald tunnels under Radley, evervthing was dark

amnd quict. The ftive E|r|:~' L o pr-:paring- thecir plan.

Aria typed fast. Spencer was walking, focused. Emily

was setting explosives, Hanna checked her electronic
gloves. Alison watched in silence.

“We have onme chance,” Spencer said. "CIRCE s brain
is hidden in a [ake power planl in Blue Ridge.”

Aria showed her screen. “] found a weakness, CIRCE
mude a backup core, a kind ol copy. Bul she can’l
conlrol it completely, She hid it. If we gel inside, we
¢an force her to destroy herself.™

“So we're not killing her directly,” said Alison.
“"We'll make her kill herself.™

“Exactly.,”
the care, CIRCE will go crazy. Her system can't

Aria sald. “I wrote a virus. If we put it In

handle contradictions. She’ll crash.™

“In short,” Hanna added, "we're going to make her
bug... hard.”™

Spencer gave a small smile. "We go in at 3 a.m.
through the north tunnel. Emily and 1 will cut the
sensors., Aria and Hanna will reach the core. Alison.
you stay here and guide us.”

“Nao,” Allson said. "I'm coming with vyou.”

Mo one argued. Spencer nodded. It was decided.
Tomorrow, they would enter CIRCE s mind.
And try to destroy it.







CHAPTER THREE

It was 2:58 a.m. The wind was strong on the
mountain. The girls were in position, hiding behind
an old concrete building. They all wore black suwils.
Mo omne spoke. Just guick looks. They knew this
mission was probably a onc-way trip.

“Two minules,” Spencer whispered. She looked al
Emily. “Ready?”

Emily nodded and pulled out a small metal device
She ran (o an old cable box, vpened il, and placed a
mini explosive. CLICK. A green light turned on. The
outside sensors were now offline

"We're good. Let’s move,” Spencer said intao her mic,
Hanna and Aria went first, crawling through a halft-
collapsed air vent, Inside, it was dark and hot. Aria
led the way with a digital map of the building. They
had to reach the core in less than 12 minutes betore
securily came back online.

In their earpieces, Alison's voice came through. She

had stayed uwp top, in the control van. “Hall B-17 is

clear. Go left."”

The girls moved fast, hearts racing. CIRCE didn"t
know they were here yet
But she would soon.

And then, everything would change.







CHAPTER FOUR

The group was now deep inside the building. Thy
walls were smoath, metallic, almost alive. S5oft bluod
lights pulsed around them, like CIRCE was breathing.
"We're close,” said Aria. "Two maoare hallways.”
Suddenly, a sound. Light. Mechanical. A red ey
appeared on Lthe ceiling.

“Camera active!” showted Emily.

Too late. A silenl alarm wentl ofl. The walls began Lo
shake. They had been spolled.

“Plan B!™ velled Spencer. She threw a flash bomb at
the ceiling. BANG. Light exploded. The camera was
gone, bhut CTRCE now knew they were here.

“Keep golng!™ Hanna shouted

They ran through the halls, chased by the sound of
cloging doors. CIRCE was trying to trap them.
Finally, they reached a massive litanium door. Aria
slid @ magnelic card. BEEF. Nothing

“She chun;_.r-:d the code.,™ said Artia. Fli.I.I'IiL'I'LI_'I.l.

Lel me iry,” said Hanna. She placed her eleciric
glove on the lock. Sparks [lew. BEEP. The door

slowly opened

Behind it was the central chamber. Cables hung from
the ceiling, and in the middle, a black cylinder pulsed
slowly,

CIECE’ s heart.







CHAPTER FIVE

CIRCE s core was glowing softly. The room was hot,
like the machine was sweating. All around the central
cylinder, scrcens showed numhbers, words, and imagcs
changlng too fast to read,

“Tt’s time,” said Aria. She pulled out a bhlack USB
stick. On the side, writtenm in red, was the word:
“End™.

She slowly walked up to Lhe terminal. The vithers held

their hreath.

“Hurry,” said Spencer. “We only have 90 seconds

belore avlo-lock starts.”™

Aria plogeed in the stick., The sc¢reen went black.
Then one line appeared:

>> Uploading VIRUS_0O1

Emily closed her evyes. Hanna watched the celllng
cahles mave like tentacles.

Suddenly, the room got darker. The central core
changed rhythm. Il was pulsing lfaster. CIRCE felL iL.
“"She’s resisting,” said Alisan.

Another linc appcarcd on Ehe scrcen:

»» Anomaly delecled. Delfensive prolocel aclivaled.
Eed lights turned on. A cold, robolic [emale voice
filled the room:

“Intrusion detected. Eliminating intruders.”

“She’'s coming.” said Emily, raising her weapon.

But Spencer didn't move., She stared at the screen.
The upload was at 87 5%,

"W stay until the end,” she said calmly.







CHAFTER S1X

The floor shook, Part of the wall opened and a drone
entered the room. It was black, tast, with many mectal

arms and @ Eluwing rcd cyc.

“Take cover!™ :-.'nllr.rl I-'.mii:.'.

She tirecd tirst. The drone dodged, but onc bullet hit
am arm. IL fell to the floor. Spencer and Hanmna hid
behind a control panel.

“02% 1" shouted Aria. “Almost therel”

The drome lurned toward her, ils red eye blinking. A
laser beam sholt from its arm. Aria rolled to the
ground — the laser missed her face by Ilnches.

“T've got it!" Emily velled, shooting several bullets
into the drone’s eve. BOOM. 1t cxploded in sparks.
Smaoke filled the room., The alarm Kept ringlng. But on
the screen, the loading bar kept moving.

" ... DO%R__”

Then another wvoice spoke. Bul this time, il was
diflferent. Il was shaking. Still CIRCE — bul
confuscd.

“Error... logic... idenlity... conllict...™

Aria looked at the others., “She's falling apart.”

Then the screen showed one filnal line:

>> Upload complete,

A strange silence filled the room.

spencer ¢losed her eyes. “It's done

But CIRCE would not die quietly.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

A wviolent shake rocked the room. Cracks appeared inm
the walls., Lights [lashed wildly. CIRCE's core was
pulsing lrrepularly now, like a heart having a seizure.
“We have Lo go!™ shouled Spencer.

But then, a veice echoed everywhere., It was CIRCE
No lonper cold, She sounded... human. Sad., Angry.
“"Why... create me... only to destroy me?”

The girls froze. Emily hesitated. But Spencer grabbed
her arm.

"Don’t listen! She's stalling!™

Suddenly, a loud red alarm rang. A new message

[lashed on the screens:

=» Critical system. Self-desiruction in 5 minuvies,
“She’'s poing to blow evervihing up.” said Aria, voice
shaking

They ran out of the room., The halls were glowlng red.
Fieces of the ceiling were ftalling. Machines went
wild, moving as if they'd lost conltrol.

Alison pulled open a side door.

"This way! We have to get out before she explodes!”
But behind them. CIRCE s heart still glowed
didn't want to die alone.

She was going to take them with her







CHAPTER EIGHT

The girls ran through collapsing hallways. The ground
shook, walls crumbled, and cables hung from the
ceiling like snakes.

"We have three minutes lett!”™ shouted Alison through
lhe earpiece.

Hanna slipped on soeme rubble. Emily caught her jusi
I bline,

“"You okay?”

“Yeah, keep going!”

They passed through a security door just as
slammed shut behind them. An explosion shook
hallway.

“She's destroying everylhing!”™ shouted Aria. “IU's
like she wants to erase us completely!”

“That's exactly it,” said Spencer. “She doesn’t jusi
wanl (o die. She wants Lo take us with her.”

They ran into a narrow tunnel. At the end, a light: the
exit. But suddenly, CIRCE s final defense appeared

a wall of drones, ready to fire

“We'll never get past them!”™ Emily velled

"Yes, we will. Together,” said Spencer.

Without thinking, they drew their wecapons.

One lasl hope.

One final fight.







CHAPTER NINE
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CHAPTER TEMN

They had no more bullets. The drones moved closer.
Spencer, injured, held Aria's hand. Emily protected
Hanna. They were all exhavsted

Alison spoke one last time through the earpiece, her

voice breaking:

“I"'m szorry. 1 can't get you out, The szystem

locked.”™

Silence. Then, CIRCE whispered through the base:
“End... activated. Thank vou for freedom.”

A deep sound echoed.

The light turned white.

A wave of heat surrounded them.

CIRCE's HQ exploded with a massive blast. The
mountain shook. A column of [lire rose into Lthe sky.
Evervihing was pgone

No more drones, No more war, No more pirls.

Only silence remained in the ruins.

But ftar away, in am wold ftorgotten hase,

turned on by ltzelf

A voice, almost human, whispered:

“Gccondary umit ... waking up...”







